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Goodbye Montana, Hello Colorado!

By Jerry Bromenshenk, Retiring WAS President

The 2014 Western Apiculiural Conference (WAS), the 2nd International
Conference on Hive and Bee Monitoring, the WAS short courses, and the 151 An-
nual Honey Harvest Festival are now history. Thanks to all who worked so hard
to make this conference a success and thanks also to everyone who came to the
Garden City for these events.

A very special thanks goes to Frances Bach, the recipient of this year’s Out-
standing Service to Beckeepers Award. She works tirelessly for this organiza-
tion and is far more than simply an editor or communications person. She pays
attention to every detail, dotting the i's, crossing the t's; so it was quite a feat to
surprise her with this award.

Your new President is Beth Conrey. The 2015 Conference will be held in
Colorado, another beautiful state with lots of recreational and outdoor activities
readily available. Beth will convene a committee to select a WAS Conference site for 2016 within the next 60 days. UC
Davis has been proposed for 20017, when WAS wrns 40, Tt will be 8 WAS homecoming, since Norm Gary and Eric Mus-
sen started WAS with a meeting there.

From my perspective, Wednesday through Friday events went off with almost clockwork precision. Saturday mom-
ing"s short courses had a rocky start, the Color Run staffers were not properly briefed, so some of our people had cars
turmed away. UM security was so busy with the run, we had problems getting one of the buildings with classrooms
opened for the short courses.

Still, most everyone was a good sport and by 9 a.m., things were moving along. Saturday afternoon had good at-
tendance at the Honey Harvest Festival. The UM President, Royce Engstrom, attended. Both he and the Montana area
beckeepers enjoved the Harvest Festival, and they are commutted to making this an annual event at UM — maybe try a Gnz
game weekend when the campus is flooded with football fans.

I heard lois of praises for the dinner events, Eksiroms Stage Station, the Kyra Jean Williams Feastival, and the Double-
tree banquet — all worked hard 1o make things special, By far, one of the most popular presentations was by Kelly Chad-
wick and Kristine Csorosz. Some of their Bee-Loved Plants of Montana are posted on the WAS Facebook page. And
WAS now has a Facebook page and also has On-Line registration, courtesy of Sarah Red-Laird, of the Bee Girl Organiza-
tion, located in Oregon.

[ was pleasantly surprised at the turnout for the Hive and Bee Monitoring Intermational Workshop. [ envisioned this as
limited attendance, pre-conference workshop, intended mainly for those of us focused on developing new tools for bee
management. I'm glad that my Executive Committee encouraged me to open it up 1o the Conference,

The Saturday workshops were an experiment — we had the speakers, it seemed reasonable 1o lake advantage of their
expertise. [ deliberately scheduled more short courses than any one person could attend - 1 had no notion of how many
people would attend, since these short courses were open to the local community. [f we had had only a few courses and
then had a big tumout from the area bee clubs, we would have had to turn people away. Hopefully, Beth and her helpers
can build on our experience.

By far, this WAS meeting had one of the most diverse set of attendees that [ can remember at a WAS conference, Small
or large, new or Sth generation, young beekeepers, local and international, even participants from east of the Mississippi,
we had them all. The four-day program was intended to illustrate the breadth and depth of the problems facing contempo-
rary beekeepers. These issues are multifactorial and complex. Importantly, the speakers also came from many different
backgrounds, and each focused on educating. If some of the talks were *over-your-head’, consider learning more about
the topic or discipline, both you and your bees will benefit. That also means that some of the talks may have made some
of you uncomfortable. As an educator at a University, one of my jobs is to inform about things that maybe they didn't
know; cause them o pause and think, For example, Ambassador Hughes was not advocating for or against neonicotinoid
pesticides. His purpose was to give beekeepers a realistic view about how Washington views beekeepers and their requests
for help, weighed against other issues at hand.

Randy Oliver correctly summed up the focus of the Ambassador's talk: “our industry loses credibility the moment that

we are caught being associated with exaggerations or misinformation. We are more respected when the regulators see us
as being knowledgeable and honest.”
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The more pertinent point is that by allowing activists such as Dr. Lu to gain
such prominence that they get the ear of Congress, is that Congress is then
distracted by the tunnel vision focus upon the neonics. Nearly every piece of
evidence that I've seen suggests that it is other classes of pesticides that are
causing more problems to bees.

Our legislators, as Philip pointed out, are looking for something simple “to
do about the problem” in order to appease their constituencies. My fear is
that instead of addressing the pesticide issue overall, they will simply force
an ill-advised ban on the neonics, leaving us in a worse situation than before.
If such an across-the-board ban takes place and our industry later approaches
Congress, saying that we still have problems with pesticides (which ['m sure
we would be forced to do), we would then be in the position of The Little Boy
Who Cried Wolf, Congress would feel that we had burned them, and would
not be interested in helping us any more. I feel that we should listen carefully
to the valuable messages that Philip shared with us. He knows how the wheels
of government work; we can learn a great deal from him.

1 concur with Randy and Philip. The key message is that beekeepers cur-
rently have the attention of the media, of the public, of Congress and of the
White House. To fully realize this opportunity, beekeepers must be well
informed and able to craft a clear, unified message. We see the two national
beekeeping associations now pulling together, which is long over-due.

Do not be fooled by Dr. Lu's association with Harvard. His work has
resoundingly been rejected by the scientific community and EPA - his work is
based on a specious argument. He has not shown that CCD is caused by imi-
dacloprid in HFCS. First, he hasn't induced CCD, he's killed bees. Second, he
keeps adjusting his doses upward until he can see an effect - he poisons bees
at levels that even the manufacturers expect will kill bees. And third, as Randy
pointed out, no one has ever found even a single sample of com meal contain-
ing any neonicolinic pesticides. Since people consume com meal, hundreds of
samples of corn meal are apalyzed each your — to protect you and me. HFCS
is made from com meal. No pesticide in corn meal means no pesticide in corn
syrup — short of accidental or deliberate contamination of the syrup itself.

This does not mean that there are not legitimate concerns about this catego-
ry of pesticides and potential hazards to honey bees, but one does not have to
make up ridiculous scenarios, nor should any beekeeper want to champion bad
or false work just to try to make a point. That destroys all credibility.

Returning to the Conference itself, there was a umor going around that
there was to be dancing at the Bee Buzz Social, That reflects a misreading of
the agenda. There was round and square dancing in front of University Hall,
below the clock tower at the Kyra Jean Williams Feastival, but 1 didn’t see
many of our members taking pari. There was also a band at the Next Genera-
tion Beekeepers' Summit at the Stensrud building in downtown Missoula. So
if you didn’t find the dancing, you were looking in the wrong places.

Finally, I am thankful to live in Missoula, where Nature provides a wonder-
ful backdrop, and our University a great venue for meetings such as these.
Dean Roger Maclean and his staff at SELL (School of Extended and Lifelong
Learning), the UM President and Council of Deans, and many others were very
supportive of our *“Week of the Bee'. UM Dining Services provided excep-
tional meals and breakout snacks; and their Farm to Campus programs that
use locally grown produce provide models for promoting local and sustainable
agriculture that you may wish to point out to schools in your own areas. So,
even the food was ‘educational’. Hopefully, everyone enjoyed the week as
much as we did.
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WAS Presidents to date
1978 Norman Gary (California)
1979 Lucien Alexander (Oregon)
1980 Randy Barker (British Columbia)
1981 Charles Duncan (California)
1982 William F. Nye (Utah)

1983 John Edwards (Washington)
1984 Eric Mussen (California)
1985 Mike Burgert {Oregon)
1986 Doug McCutcheon (Br. Columbia)
1987 Tom Muncey (Nevada)
1988 Dan Mayer (Washington)
1989 Stan Williams (California)
1990 Mark Shelton (California)
1991 William P. Nye (Utah)

1992 Mike Burgett (Oregon)
1993 Mark Winston (British Columbia)
1994 James Bach (Washington)
1995 Eric Mussen (California)
1996 Russcll Messing (Hawaii)
1997 Eric Erickson (Arizona)
1998 Steve Sheppard (Idaho)
1999 Leonard Joy (Nevada)
2000 Fletcher Miller {Alaska)
2001 Mike Burgett (Oregon)
2002 Eric Mussen (California)
2003 Jaquie Bunse (British Columbia)
2004 Jerry Bromenshenk (Montana)
2005 Steve Sheppard (Washington)
2006 Adrian Wenner (California)
2007 Diana Sammataro {Arizona)
2008 Mark Pitcher (British Columbia)
2009 Eric Mussen (California)
2010 Dewey Caron (Oregon)
2011 Jenny Bach (Hawaii)

2012 James K. Smith (Washington)
2013 Melanie Kirby (New Mexico)
2014 Jerry Bromenshenk (Montana)
2015 Beth Conrey (Colorado)
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It's Boulder, Colorado, October 1 - 3, 2015!

The Colorado State Beckeepers Association (CSBA) is excited to host the 38th
annual WAS conference in 2015! It will be held in beautiful Boulder on October
1-3,2015. It is a magnificent time of year to visit Colorado. Just this evening, 1
looked out my back window to see a sow and 2 cinnamon cubs running north {past
the bee hives as vs. towards, thankfully). The aspen are in their full golden rega-
lia; the mountains white-topped. Jerry is correct in saying that there are a lot of
recreational opportunities here. But whether yvou are an avid outdoorsman or just
an avid admirer of the great outdoors, we welcome you to our beaotiful state.

The theme for the 2015 conference will be: Healthy Bee/Bee Healthy. The first
2 days will be devoted to issues surrounding bee health and the final day will be
open to the public and will be geared towards promoting bees, and the products of
the hive, for human health.

The CSBA Winter Meeting will be held on November 8th and we will begin the o -
formal organizational tasks of hosting the WAS conference. Although the venue
and theme have been decided, there is still a LOT of work to be done. Do you have any ideas or thoughts that you would
like to share? Please do so! 1 can be reached at 970-213-3099 or at president®@coloradobeckeepers.org.

Fran asked me to write a bit about myself, too.

I was always a bit buggy in my youth and collected bugs in 4H. I loved it—but stopped doing it when I became a teen-
ager. | went to college and camed my Master of Business Administration from the University of New Mexico in 1982, 1
worked for most of my corporate life in the foodservice industry.

I have been married 1o Mike for 33 years. Mike is an oil and gas consultant for Nobel Energy. We have 2 sons, Pat-
rick who is a 5th year senior at Colorado State University and will (finally!) graduate this May with a degree in Natural
Resource Tourism, and younger son, Christopher, a freshman at Arizona State University. He is currently in their design

I began keeping bees because of my friend Tom Theobald's ability to write about bees making them seem like the
most magical things! [ have been keeping bees for about 15 years now and began with 2 hives after attending the Boul-
der County Beekeepers Association's beginning beekeeping class. I now have 50 hives. My company is called Bee
Sqguared —Beth’s Bees. 'We sell retail and bulk honey, beeswax candles and soap. The business has been growing by
leaps and bounds and is both time-consuming and gratifying.

| entered into the management side of beekeeping when [ was asked to run for president of the Northern Colorado
Beckeepers Association (NCBA). 1 was president of NCBA for 4 years, 1 was elected as president of the CSBA 4 years
ago. [ sit on the Board of
the Pollinator Stewardship
Council and on the Ad-
visory Committee for the
College of Bioagricultural
Sciences at Colorado State
University. I volunieer for
the Denver Museum of Na-
ture and Science as well as
C3U's CP Gillette Museum

of Arthropod Diversity CSBA Winter Meeting
— say that 3 times fast! p

L onced 1 ase Douglas County Fairgrounds
BE et of e Wetem November 8, 2014
Apicultural Society for
2015 and look forward to 9-5

i in Bould
i All beekeepers welcome!
www.coloradobeekeepers.org

Supporting Colorado Beekeeping since IBSD

Beth Conrey
2015 WAS President
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Minutes...
Western Apicultural Society
PRE-CONFERENCE DIRECTORS AND DELEGATES MEETING
SEPTEMBER 17, 2014, UNIVERSITY OF MONTANA, MISSOULA

In attendance were Betty Farber, lan Farber, Beth Conrey, Jim Smith, Cyndi Smith, Fran Bach, Miles McGaughey,
Archie Mitchell, Debbie Gilmore, Dewey Caron, Jerry Bromenshenk, and Bob Keenan,

President Jerry Bromenshenk called the meeting to order at 12:01 p.m.

Treasurer's Report: Treasurer Sherry Olsen-Frank was not present at this meeting. However, a seven page report
was submitted. The report included a balance sheet for WAS as of September 15, 2014, a profit and loss statement from
January | through September 15, 2014, a statement of cash flows from Jan. 01 through Sept. 15, 2014, a balance sheet as
of Dec. 31, 2013, a profit and loss sheet from October through December 2012, and a profit and loss sheet from January
through December 2013,

A financial statement for the WAS Journal was also included with this report.

Moved Dewey Caron/Miles MeGaughey that the treasurer’s report be accepted as presented. Carried.

Chairperson’s Report:

a) Facebook Page: A brief discussion was held on whether this item has been started or if it is a work in progress.

b) On-line Registration: This is close to being finalized. (Editor's note: This was operational September 9th)

c) WAS logo: Discussion was held on whether to change the old logo to something more modern.

Moved Archie Mitchell/Miles MceGaughey that the Board refine and update the current logo to reflect the new design.
This motion was carried with | dissenting vote.

d) By-Laws Revision: Dewey Caron reported that he and Eric Mussen made some draft by-law revisions.

Moved Bob Keenan/lan Farber that ARTICLE V, section 2 be amended to read as follows:

The business affairs of the Society between meetings of the Board of Directors shall be conducted by the Executive
Commillee consisting of the President, First and Second Vice-Presidents, Secretary, Treasurer, Past President and one ad-
ditional Board Member as elected at the previous Board Meeting, The Executive Committee will adhere to Robents Rules
of Order when conducting Society business. Meetings may be requested by any member of the committee and may be
conducted by conference call, video-conferencing, email, or any other commonly used distance conferencing technigue.
The full Board will be informed of business conducted and decisions reached. Carried.

Moved Dewey Caron/Miles McGaughey that ARTICLE X, section 4 read as follows:

MNominating Committee: There shall be a Nominating Committee of three individuals, appointed by the President,
whose duty shall be to obtain nominations for Officers and Directors of the Society. Nominees for the offices of President
and 1st Vice-President normally shall be members of the state or provinee in which the next conference of the Society
shall be held, Nominees for 2nd Vice-President normally shall be members of the state or province in which the confer-
ence will be held two years subsequently, and be willing to participate in the three-year rotation of officials duties listed
in Article 6, Section 6. The Nominating Committee shall complete the slate of officers by nominating, from the member-
ship-al-large, a Secretary and a Treasurer, who may serve consecutive terms in office. Election of a Treasurer, nominated
from the floor, is not acceptable. Carried.

Moved Bob Keenan/Beth Conrey that ARTICLE VI, Section 5 read as follows:

Accession to the office of Treasurer requires the elected person to be vetted by the Board and then bonded, The Trez-
surer shall approve and pay all bills for the Society and maintain accurale records of the Society’s finances. The Treasurer
shall be the Clerk of the Corporation. Carried.

Moved Beth Conrey/Tan Farber that ARTICLE VI, new section 2 read as follows:

All officers of the Society shall be granted complimentary full membership for the term of their office at no charge.
Carried

Mowved Fran Bach/Miles McGaughey that ARTICLE IV, section 2 read as follows:

The annual dues shall be payable in advance of the annual conference, and musi be received by the Treasurer or Secre-
tary/Treasurer no later than May 31st to maintain the membership. New members paying dues with conference registra-
tion will be considered paid in full through the end of the subsequent fiscal year. Carried.

Moved Dewey Caron/Beth Conrey that we as the Board move the revisions to the by-laws be adopted. Carried.

Moved lan Farber/Miles McGaughey that the Board send thanks to Dewey Caron and Eric Mussen for their hard work
on the by-law revisions. Carried.

8 November 2014



INTRODUCING

* LYSON honey processing and extracting
equipment for the beginner to professional

* Quality European construction
« Affordable prices

* State-of-the-art power regulation
uses less energy

* Long-lasting solid-cast gears

- Self-engaging hand crank is safe and easy to use Honey Extractor

LYSON

AT
Y
50cm Diameter

Heatlng Call
{far horey In barrels)

BLE EXCLUSIVELY IN THE U

Betterbee

Beekeepers Serving Beekeepers

www.betterbee.com * 1-800-632-3379
8 Meader Road * Greenwich NY, 12834

November 2014 9



OLD BUSINESS

a) T-shirt Collection/Photos/Historical ltems: Discus-
sion was held about how to handle and store these items.
Mo decision was made.
NEW BUSINESS

a) Conference Photographer/Video-Taping Conferences:
Discussion was held on the need to have policy regarding
videography of conference material because it can be an
expensive item and could be an issue at future conferences.

b) Officers: This was not discussed at this meeting.

c) 2016 Site Selection:

Moved Archie Mitchell/Miles McGaughey that WAS
meet in Davis in 2017.

d) Honey Bee Health Coalition:

Moved Dewey Caron/Tan Farber that WAS petition for
membership in the Honey Bee Health Coalition at no cost
to WAS. Carried.

Moved Dewey Caron/Bob Keenan that the meeting be
adjourned. Carried.
The meeting was adjourned at 1:45 p.m.

Betty Farber
Secretary for the Western Apicultural Society

15 Premium Essentlal Olls
Whole Plant Pulygbennls

Complete Vi U‘tamm'i?
Mlnerals and Amino Acld /
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and your local beekeeping equiptment suppliers
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New UC-Davis Extension Apiculturist

In September, Elina
Lastro Nino ook up du-
ties as the new extension
apiculturist at UC-Davis.
Nino has been working
with Dr, Christina Groz-
inger al Penn State Uni-
versity. She is known for
her expertise on honey bee
queen biology, chemical
ecology, and genomics.

*She will devote 70%
of her appointment to
condueting practical,
problem-solving research
projects and interact with the beekeepers and industry con-
cerns”, according to the UC News.

Nino replaces Dr. Eric Mussen who retired on June 30th
after 38 years in the position but “has agreed to remain ac-
tive in an emeritus capacity and will be advising Dr. Nino
on both her extension program and research activities.”

Photo and article quotes courtesy of UC Entomology &
MNematelogy News
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Minutes.... Western Apicultural Society
ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING
SEPTEMBER 19, 2014, UNIVERSITY OF MONTANA, MISSOULA, MONTANA

President Jerry Bromenshenk called the meeting to order at 4:01 p.m. 33 people were in attendance,

Moved Charles Bennett/Miles McGaughey that the minutes of the 2013 Pre-Conference Directors and Delegates meet-
ing held at La Fonda Hotel, Santa Fe, New Mexico be accepted as printed in the WAS journal. Carried.

Moved Miles MeGaughey/Eric Mussen that the minutes of the 2013 Annual Business Meeting be accepled as printed in
the WAS journal. Carried

Treasurer's Report: Treasurer Sherry Olsen-Frank presented a seven page report which included a balance sheet as of
Sept. 15, 2014, a profit and loss sheet from Jan. 01 through Sept. 15, 2014, a statement of cash flows from Jan. 01 through
Sept. 15, 2014, a balance sheet as of Dec, 31, 2013, a profit and loss sheet from Oct. through Dec. 2012, and a profit and
loss sheet from Jan, through Dec. 2013,

Moved Eric Mussen/Arn Alvarez that the treasurer’s report be accepted as presented. Carried.

Chairperson’s Report:

a} Facebook Page: Sarah Red-Laird is in charge of getting a Facebook page started,

b) On-Line Registration: The structures are in place to make this possible. Sarah Red-Laird will also make it possible
to sign up for membership on line,

¢} Logo: Jerry Bromenshenk found a graphic artist who designed a new WAS logo. Discussion was held but no deci-
sion was made. (Editor's note: The new logo was approved at the Board meeting. Confirmed S Bromenshenk).

d) By-Laws Revision: Discussion was held on the need for changes to WAS by-laws and about operating for one year
with the by-law revisions and then having the membership vote on these changes at the next business meeting,

Moved Miles MeGaughey/Archie Mitchell that we adopt the revisions for one year. Carried.

OLD BUSINESS:

T-shirt Collection/Photos/Historical Items: Discussion was held on what to do with these items. One suggestion was to
go digital. A suggestion was made to donate Ray Hick's extensive t-shint collection to the Eva Crane Library. Storage of
items is also a problem.

Moved Kevin French/Charles Benneit that the Board decides what to do with the historical items. Carried.

NEW BUSINESS:

a) Conference Photographer/Video-Taping Conference: The Dean for the School of Extended and Lifelong Leaming
paid for video-taping of WAS speakers at no cost to WAS. Discussion was held on putting the videos on the website for
members only.

Moved Charles Bennett/Sherry Olsen-Frank that we put the videos on the website for members only. Discussion was
held. The motion was withdrawn.

WAS is in need of a photographer. This person would be someone who regularly attends WAS conferences. Please send
Fran Bach any photos that you may have taken from this year's conference.,

b) Officers: Moved Don Studinski/Eric Mussen that we take nominations from the floor for President. Beth Conrey was
nominated. Carried.

Moved Claude Dilly/Kevin French that Betty Farber be nominated for Secretary. Carried.

Moved Jerry Bromenshenk/Miles MeGaughey that Sarah Red-Laird be nominated as 2nd Vice-President. Carmied. Sarah
Red-Laird declined accepting the nomination for 2nd Vice-President. She stated that she needs a couple of years with WAS
before she would feel comfortable taking on the role of 2nd Vice-President.

¢) 2016 Site Selection: Discussion was held about the possibility of holding the 2016 conference in Hawaii, Utah or
Oregon. A suggestion was put forth to hold the 2017 conference at the University of California, Davis 1o celebrate the 40
year anniversary of WAS,

Moved Cyndi Smith/Archie Mitchell that & committee be formed to find a site for the 2016 conference. This committee
would report back to the Board within 60 days with a recommendation. Carried. Volunteers for the Sites Committee are
Miles McGaunghey, Archie Mitchell, Cyndi Smith, and Don Studinski.

Moved Beth Conrey/Miles McGaughey that the meeting be adjourned. Carried. The meeting was adjourned at 5:10 p.m,

Berty Farber
Secretary for the Western Apicultural Sociery
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Keynote address: Thursday September 18

I| I walked into the position of Extension Apiculiurist at the University of California,
Davis, fresh out of graduate school from the University of Minnesota, St. Paul, in 1976,

. I was trained in apiculture and had worked with small-scale and commercial beekeepers
in Minnesota, but Midwest beekeeping is quite a bit different from California beekeep-
ing. So, I had much to learn.

| Upon my arrival, the office staff was coping with many daily requests for “Bee-gin-
ning Beekeeping™ packets, mostly of one-sheet-answers on beekeeping topics. Those
requesting the information were mostly “Hippies™ who were “going back (o nature.”
They were stalking the wild asparagus, being told by Euell Gibbons o eat Post Grape-
Nuts because they tasted like wild hickory nuts, and to eat honey because sugar was

Looking Back at an Extension Career

By Eric Mussen

simply an empty calorie. That craze slowly backed off into the 1980s, and for the next 20 years there was very little
demand for that information, except at short courses and beekeeping workshops. The few beekeepers who did not give
up became the glue that held many of the county beekeeping clubs together for decades.

The next explosion in non-commercial beckeeping began around 2006, when the general public became aware of
colony collapse disorder (CCD) and decided 1o save the bees by keeping their own colonies. This group of newbees dif-
fered from the hippies in two respects: 1) they had access to unending information about bees and beekeeping (accurate
and inaccurate) on the internet and 2) they were nearly all convinced that conventional beekeeping practices are the cause
of colony decline, so they would do it better. To some of them, this just meant placing bees in a container on their prop-
erty and leaving them alone, to live or perish. That is not beekeeping; it is bee-having. If you are going to keep bees, you
have 1o be responsible for them. Casting swarms that vex the neighbors, and maintaining sources of inoculum when some
of the colonies are overwhelmed by diseases or parasites, do not fit the definition of responsible. Most of the new bee-
keepers attend the club meetings, so attendance has swollen to above 200 members in many cases.

My introduction to the California commercial beckeeping industry was based on trial and error. [ won some and lost
some. On my first trip to one of the bee breeding operations my welcome was: “Sit down and graft larvae into these
gueen cups.” | had been grafting larvae for my PhD research on sacbrood virus disease, so I got 14 of 15 cells well trans-
ferred. That was good enough. [ was accepted! However, at an early commercial beekeepers’ club meeting, the bee-
keepers and [ had a bit of a sparring match. That was the last club meeting my wife ever attended! In a short while the
beekeepers and [ learned to respect our few differences, and they trusted me to speak for them, anytime and anywhere.

Things progressed evenly until the Europe-origin tracheal mite (Acarapis woodi) was found in the U.S. in 1984, The
federal and state governments implemented a quaranfine and eradication program. A very large beekeepers meeting was
held in California to determine whether we should continue the program. Somehow, the meeting organizers determined
that I would be the best moderator. The adamant folks who said “No"™ were correct about our inability to prevent mite
spread. The equally adamant majority said “Yes,” and the quarantine allowed the bee breeders to sell bees to the Canadi-
ans for three more years. At the ecarly stages of the quarantine, many operations were “depopulated,” and many of those
beekeepers never came back to the business,

In 1987, the varroa mite, Varroa destructor (Varroa jacobsoni), was detected in the U.S. The bee-border to Canada was
immediately closed and stayed that way until varroa mites were relatively common in Canada, Now U5, queens, only,
can be imported into Canada. Varroa mites are much more pathological to European honey bee colonies than tracheal
mites because the mile jumped hosts off Asian honey bees, and the European bees have no innate resistance 1o them. Var-
roa remains a very difficult pest with which to deal, all around the northern hemisphere.

Owver time, if you are working with commercial beekeepers it is going to become apparent that our colonies are being
exposed to way more pesticide residues than are healthy for them. It also becomes apparent that growers need to protect
their crops and sometimes bees end up taking a hit meant for other tarpet pests. However, crop protection can become
guite widespread. During the time that urban areas and agricultural areas in California were being sprayed for Medfly

14 November 2014



Good News on Bee Health

Bayer is working to keep honey bees healthy and here is some good news!
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control, Dr. Norman Gary and [ used his newly-developed dead bee trap to determine what sort of damage was being
inflicted on colonies by the aerial applications. Bees were killed by the sprays, but the colonies inside and outside had
nearly identical colony populations. What the sprayed colonies did not have was a honey crop. The controls were burst-
ing at the scams. 1 have been working with state and federal regulators on pesticide problems for years, Although 1
believe we are gaining ground, it is painfully slow.

We did a bit better with controlling American foulbrood disease (AFB). Since the mid-1950s the beekeepers had relied
upon oxyletracycline hydrochloride, sold as Terramycin®, to use as a preventative or treatment for this colony-lethal dis-
ease of honey bees. Not unexpectedly, using the same antibiotic exclusively eventually selects for populations of resistant
bacteria. That occurred in the 1980s. We wondered how resistance developed all over the world at about the same time
without international movement of colonies. Molecular genetics recently determined that there are many distinet popula-
tions of resistant bacteria that have different gene sets for resistance. Dr. Christine Peng and I, with assistance from Dr.
Terry Leighton from UC Berkeley, determined that tylosin, a veterinary antibiotic, was very effective against AFB but not
nearly as toxic to bee brood as Terramycin, With an assist from the USDA/ARS bee researchers, we obtained a registra-
tion for tylosin and it has been used successfully for nearly 20 years. Tylosin is supposed to be used only therapeutically
(treatment of observed disease), but old habits die hard. Unlike Terramycin that *disappeared” within a month in the hive,
tylosin will remain detectable in syrup for 6 months and in honey for 12 months. It is labeled only for use in powdened
sugar, where it should not get into syrup or honey,

I was fortunate to be involved in the organization and founding of two successful bee-related organizations. The first
was the Western Apiculiural Society, a sister society to the more mature Eastern Apicultural Society, These associalions
provide an opportunity for non-commercial beckespers to attend conferences that attract honey bee researchers from all
over the country, as well as vendors who display their beekeeping supplies and equipment. [ served as president, program
chairman, and conference chair for this group five times over the years.

A second association, in which [ participated in the origin, was the American Association of Professional Apiculturists
(AAPA). This organization was patterned on the Canadian Association of Professional Apiculturists. We have always
been impressed by the “ear” CAPA has of the federal government in Canada. We never reached that goal in the U.S., but
when the American Bee Research Conference melded with the group, the chance to meet with practically all the research-
er and extension personnel at one time to hear about their research makes this meeting extremely valuable. Dr, Malcolm
Sanford, retired Extension Apiculturist from the University of Florida, Gainesville, and I alternated presidencies and
secretary/treasurer appointments for this group for many years,

Recently, | have conducied a bit of research with Dr., Brian Johnson, a relatively recently hired professor of bee biology
at UC Davis. We determined that there were no detrimental effects to honey bee colonies when we fed them on a syrup
blend of sucrose and high fructose com syrup. Also, a very heavy dose of tylosin, oxytetrachloride, and fumagillin did
not impact the ability of the bees from new packages to consume syrup, produce wax, produce brood, and produce bee
populations that exceeded the populations raised on sucrose-only syrup. If intestinal flora truly are important to honey
bee digestion, it appears that those microbes may be resistant to beekeeper-used antibiotics, also,

I found my job to be very interesting every day. It was enjoyable nearly every day. I would make the same job choice
decision again, given the chance. But, now I am relinguishing the title and tasks to a successor extension apiculturist, Dr,
Elina Lastro Nifto. She is an accomplished honey bee researcher and has the proper outlook and personality to fit this
extension position very well. I will remain in the background until Elina becomes more familiar with the beekeepers,
beekeeping, and agricultural production in California. Then I will ease out the door to see what | can accomplish with a
camera or fishing rod.
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Top left, WAS President Jerry Bromenshenk opens
proceedings. Centre, Dave Wick offered lab ser-
vices during the conference, presented results at
his warkshop. Far left, vendors provide a colorful
addition to the conference. Above, Kevin Kicking
Woman on Songs of the Blackfeet at the Bee Buzz
Social in the beautifil Native Studies Center on
campus. Dean Stiglitz photos

Above, on a perfect fall evening,
WAS conference-goers were privi-
leged to enfoy the University's an-
nual Kyra Jean Williams Farm to
College 'Feastival' dinner on the
A Oval. Catered by the university's
culinary school and delivered by a
. . = host of unknowns in the background,
Left, Catering Manager Ryan Mariin oversees the whole Feastival aperarion. they produced a feast indeed, featur-
Right, gentlemen of the Culinary School keep the plates full. ing all local produce. Fran Bach
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Workshop on Hive and Bee Monitoring
Honey Harvest Festival

) "
Above, Albert Chubak table pot lois of aten-
tion. Below, some af the Canadians {Grim-
/|| shires, Betty Farber, Bergstrands) take in the

Abave, hive monitoring equipment. Below, lan Far- '3
ber candle making
!I '| |
|

Maore photos
next (sxie

Betty & lan Farber, Kamloops, British Columbia. cover) are all available.
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Keynote address: Friday, September 19

‘Let Me Tell You ‘Bout the Birds and the Bees’:
Neonicotinoid Pesticides and the Prospects for

Future Life on Planet Earth
By G. Philip Hughes, Senior Director, White House Writers Group, Washington DC

My presentation today may be a bit unusual for an apiculture audience, since it
concems a public policy debate - a kind of trial before the count of public opinion
- in which, exceptionally, bees and beekeeping play a central role. It's the contro-
versy over neonicotinoid pesticides and bee health,

A saying and a joke will help put my remarks in context. The saying is a favorite
of mine from Washington: ‘When your only tool is a hammer, every problem looks
like a nail.” The joke is about the cop who comes upon a guy crawling around under a street lamp looking for something
in the gutter. “What are you doing down there,’ asks the cop. ‘Looking for my car keys,” comes the reply. *Well, where
did you drop them?’, the cop asks, and the guy answers, ‘Oh, over there by my car.” The surprised cop asks, “Then why
are you looking here?!” ‘Because the light's better.”

On June 30, the New York Times editorialized approvingly on a recent study hyping the supposed dangers of necnic
wse in agriculture. ‘Nothing less than the world's ability to produce food’, the report warns, *is at risk from these chemi-
cals.” Sounds dire - and hard to believe. 5o why do otherwise sensible people say and believe such things? Well, among
other reasons, it's to catalyze ‘immediate action' by officials and politicians for whom the immediate is always the enemy
of the urgent. But pressuring officials for immediate action on complex, delicate, poorly undersiood problems can lead
to bouts of “politician’s logic’ which goes, *SOMETHING must be done. This is something. Therefore, we must do it."
This, in turn, can lead to a faulty approach to marksmanship: *Look. Shoot. Aim." As you'll see, both of these impulses
were at work in the one tangible public policy response on this issue to date: the European Union’s 2-year continent-wide
ban on neonic use,

Everyone knows the story of how Pennsylvania beekeeper David Hackenberg phoned his NY relative, Jim Doan, back
around 2007 to alert him to check his hives as many of Hackenberg's were mysteriously empty. And so we were off on
the hunt for the cause of CCD - Colony Collapse Disorder - with neonic pesticides becoming an early suspect for a vari-
ety of understandable reasons.

-- they were relatively new, introduced in 1994;

- their systemic action was relatively novel, and so must have been delivering some of the active ingredient to the
flowers and their pollen and nectar;

-- unsurprisingly, hive residue studies showed neonics turning up in hives - along with everything else that bees bring
home; and

=« this theory dovetailed with the anti-pesticide/all-organic ideology of many activists.

Finally, the issue came to a head as a public policy matter in 2013 with the EU decision to adopt a 2-year neonic ban.
While on the surface that decision may have looked like a scientific-administrative decision, a couple of late-2013 articles
- in London"s ‘Daily Telegraph® and in ‘Forbes’ in the US - detailed the more-political-than-scientific character of this
decision. The “back-story”, it turns out, was that the new French socialist government’s Agriculture Minister had prom-
ised an expanded neonic ban to court French environmentalists. But when the result put France's farmers at a competi-
tive disadvantage against their EU competitors, the Minister, it seems, prevailed on the then French head of the European
Food Safety Agency to orchestrate a *scientific opinion’ - and its misleading, inaccurate press release - that gave support
to and catalyzed the ban decision by the EU Commission. Promptly on the ban announcement, the EFSA Director got
a big promotion into the French Agriculture Ministry - under the new socialist Minister who sought the ban - in what
looked suspiciously like a quid pro quo. Another episode of the time-honored French habit of fixing their policy mistakes
by talking other neighbaors into going along with them and, hence, generalizing the pain,

While the US EPA and Agriculture Departments rushed to publication their report on a stakeholder conference held
in 2012 that ‘poured cold water® on the idea of adopting a neonic ban here, the New York Times and like-minded media
were fulsome in their *recognition’ of the ‘dangers’ of neonics to bees and the Boston Globe used a *local color® story to
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give prominence to an obscure 2002 study by a Harvard Public Health School professor, Chensheng Lu, who claimed to
have ‘proved’ that neonics cause CCD,

Since the EU ban decision, the debate about neonics and bees has been one of the most persistent and high profile envi-
ronmental issues - giving bees and beekeepers an unprecedented *moment in the sun® as a public policy issue.

But this is a much more complex issue, in which there are many stake-holders - at least 8 distinct groups of them. It
is not a sort of medieval ‘morality play’ pitting jovial beckeepers against giant, impersonal agro-chemical multinationals
- and it can’t be effectively solved on that basis.

But the debate is also an uneven one - in a different way than you probably think. Agro-chemical companies and agro-
producers have no real counter-parts to the crowd-funding campaigns; the endless flow of articles, reports and studies;
press releases, interviews, conferences and events; regulatory filings and appeals; lawsuits and *sue-and-settle’ actics;
demonstrations and bee ‘die-ins’; and legislative advocacy, sponsored legislation and proposals, and legislative sponsors.
This is the very definition of a perpetual publicity machine - against which skeptics of the anti-neonic campaigners can do
little more than try to “set the record straight.’

There are various ‘sources of evidence’: caged bee lab studies; feeding studies; hive residue studies; planter dust stud-
ies; soil/water/wild foliage residue studies; field studies; literature reviews; government reports; and real world experi-
ence. One of these sources - planter dust studies - pretty clearly establish that neonic dust falling on beehives harms or
kills them, indicating a needed corrective. The preponderance of caged bee lab studies demonstrate various negative
neonic effects on bees - but under conditions in which the researcher can demonstrate virtually anything he/she wants.
Maost other types of studies yield mixed and indeterminate results. But hive residue sudies consistently show neonics to
be among the least prevalent chemicals in hives, far below beckeeper-administered miticides. But large-scale field stud-
ies are consistent and, so far, unanimous in finding no observable adverse impacts on bees at the hive level from realistic
field-level neonic exposures. These findings are further born out by real-world experience in Australia, western Canada
and elsewhere.

In short, on the evidence, the logical conclusion would be, *case not proven.

But the anti-neonic argument has *morphed” over time. First it was ‘neonics cause CCD" - with an emphasis on lethal
cffects. Next it was suggested that sub-lethal effects - navigational confusion; impaired foraging efficiency - cause CCD.
Then it was neonic planter dust is fatal to bees - one claim that has been substantialed and requires mitigation, Next il
was ‘neonics are causing elevated over-winter bee losses’. Then the argument moved on 1o the {unknown, unanalyzed)
interaction of chemicals in ‘tank mixes’ with separately-applied neonics. Then it was that sub-lethal neonic effects are
weakening bechives - making them more susceptible to varroa, nosema and other diseases.

As the debate has marched forward through a series of milestones, four features of the debate are apparent.

1. The most noteworthy, publicized cases of neonic-caused bee deaths - a pair of bumble bee kills in Oregon, a year
apart - were not examples of indirect neonic effects on bees but outright, prohibited misuses of pesticides on blooming
trees loaded with foraging bumble bees.

2. The most noteworthy studies that have propelled the argument have been a pair of studies, two years apart, by
Harvard's professor Lu that have been widely discredited as incompetent and scientifically worthless - a circumstance that
must be galling to the legion of scientifically and professionally competent bee researchers and specialists.\

3. Counter-argument has changed the argument considerably. At the time of ‘Time' magazine’s August, 2013 cover
story, "A World Without Bees’, 90% of journalistic articles attributed bee health problems to neonics. Before the end of
2013, a similar survey of coverage showed that 90% of articles acknowledged that bees” health problems were “multi-fac-
torial” - with 50% of articles not even mentioning pesticides as a major cause.

4. Despite the changed tone of press coverage, there has been an inexorable ‘ratcheting up® of politics on this issue,
both in the US and Canada - legislative initiatives; legislators’ letters to the EPA; a Presidential pollinator initiative.

But the debate so far has undermined key anti-neonic contentions, E.g., USDA, StatCanada, and UN/FAO statistics
demonstrate that there is no global or regional *bee-pocalypse” or extinction risk. Developments such as the Australian
government's report attesting that bees are thriving on the world's only varroa- free continent despite wise-spread use of
neonics, And the EU's April, 2014 EPILOBEE report demonstrating that over-winter bee losses there are far lower than
believed only a year earlier - when the EU ban was adopted without the benefit of EPILOBEE's survey evidence.

But now the debate is moving on. Since July, anti-pesticide agitators have shifted their argument to claim that neonic
soilfwater residues are causing a general ecological crisis for wild pollinator species, butterflies, aquatic inveriebrates and
fish, ete. -- and that neonics may be linked to human diseases (e.g., Parkinson's Disease).

This, [ believe, suggests that, since the *bee argument’ isn’t panning outl precisely as expecied for the anti-pesticide
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activists, they're moving on to other claims that are harder to disprove. While we're only beginning to look into these lat-
est claims, it looks like many of these generalized apocalyptic claims are either *made up’ or are baseless extrapolations.

While the debate rages on - the trial is still in progress and the jury is still out - [ have two sets of provisional conclu-
sions, the first for the advocates, the second for beekeepers.

For the activists:

-- tell the truth, the whaole truth, and nothing but the truth;

-- every problem is not a nail; bans are not the only possible solution;

-- consider ALL the evidence, not just the convenient evidence;

-- recognize the legitimacy of other stake-holders’ interests;

-- more is at stake than just “winning® - putting another notch on your belt.

For the beckeepers;

-- farmers and beekeepers have to live together - forever;

-- for once in history, beekeepers have the world’s - and policy-makers® - attention;

-- use the *‘moment of opportunity” to get things that are really important to you; don’t fritter it away on someone else's
agenda that may have little or no impact on your bee health problems and only strain your relations with farmers.

Frandsen Corp. announces acquisition of the Walter T. Kelley Company, LL.C

August 22, 2014, the Frandsen Corporation of North Branch, Minnesota, announced that it has entered into a purchase
agreement to acquire The Walter T. Kelley Company, LLC of Clarkson, Kentucky. The acquisition closed September 9.
The company is now to be known as Kelley Beekeeping Company (KBC).

Kelley will join the Frandsen Corporation family of companies and become a “sister company™ to Miller Manufac-
turing Company (Miller). Kelley is a current supplier to Miller and a strategic partner in expanding the availability of
beekeeping supplies to the retail channel.

Although formally an acquisition, the intent and spirit of the transaction is to create a parmership among KBC, Frand-
sen, and Miller,
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Honey Bee Host — Pathogen Interactions
By Michelle Flenniken & Laura Brutscher, Montana State University

Research in the Flenniken Lab at Montana State University is aimed at elucidating the molecular mechanisms underly-
ing host-pathogen interactions in honey bees. Projects in the lab focus on five principal aspects of honey bee biology:

(1) determining the mechanisms and contributions of RN A-triggered pathways in honey bee antiviral defense,

(2) honey bee pathogen monitoring, detection and discovery with an emphasis on understanding the role of pathogens
in colony loss,

(3) investigating the pathogenesis of the recently discovered Lake Sinai viruses,

(4) understanding the influence of the individual bee microbiome, metabolome, and transcriptome on the immune
response and outcome of infections, and

(5) examining the sublethal effects of agrochemicals on honey bee health. The Flenniken laboratory performs both field
and laboratory based studies, and molecular level analyses (microar-
rays, PCR, and sequencing) to investigate
the role of pathogens on honey bee health,
both at the individual bee and colony level.

Laura Brutscher is a Microbiology PhD
student in the Flenniken lab and the Proj-
ect Apis m. — Costeo Honey Bee Biology
Scholar, Laura’s dissertation rescarch is
focused on better understanding honey
bee antiviral responses, and the role of the
microbiome (i.e., the community of com-
mensal and pathogenic microorganisms that
inhabit a host).

info@millerbeesupply.com
888.848.5184

24 !'-*To-vember 2014



The Buzz about Online Education

By Roger Maclean, Dean, and Marlene Zeniz, Instructional Consultant, School of Extended and Lifelong Learning,
University of Montana

At the 2014 Conference of the Western Apicultural Society of North America & 2nd International Workshop on Hive
& Bee Monitoring, this session’s presenters provided an overview of the University of Montana's Online Beekeeping
Certificate Program. The program was developed in collaboration with and taught by Dr. Jerry Bromenshenk, Scott
Debnam, and Phillip Welch, The instructors are UM research faculty, owners of Bee Alert Technology, and have more
than 70 years of combined beekeeping and research experience.

The overall focus of UM's Beekeeping Certificate Program is to educate beekeepers on the science and behavior of
bees in order to maintain healthy hives. Through three levels of fgorous coursework — Apprentice, Journeyman, and
Master — participants gain a solid foundation in practical beekeeping. The program begins with the basics of handling
honey bees, takes students through diagnosing pests and diseases, managing hives for optimal honey bee health, as well
as honey production and marketing, and concludes with the business of beekeeping. The full program takes three years
to complete, and it is structured to allow students a year of experience between courses to practice their newly acquired
knowledge.

The program is delivered fully online through a combination of videos, animations, reading assignments, and discus-
sions. It strives to provide flexible delivery at the convenience of the participant while allowing for reflection on the
materials, as well as encouraging broad discussions through a series of forums and discussions led by the faculty. The
online delivery also allows for national and international audiences to participate and interact on a global basis.,

Courses have traditionally been noncredit with a certificate of completion, but students have the option of taking the
courses for academic credit through the University of Montana.

For mare information about the Beekeeping Certificate Program, visit www.auml.edu/bee.

An online certificate program
for serious beekeepers
MASTER consisting of Apprentice,
BEEKEEPING " Journeyman, and Master
CERTIFICATE courses.

Online
e, ——
J-:‘:__-‘i‘;h L Ty L)

._.l.‘-l-". '-'-_'_

Qaeﬂ; fo. the Y i)

UMT.EDU/BEE
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Workshop ....

Beehive Variations
By Eric Mussén

We began our look at types of honey bee hives by quickly reviewing the Urban Beehive by Philips. It is an interesting
design in which the hive rests on the inside of a large glass window with a ube running from the hive bottom up about
two feet then turning out a hole drilled in the window. Outside, there is a curved plastic portion in which is the end of the
tube and a place to rest a small, blossoming potted plant, Mothing in the schematic view showed how the two sections
were held to the glass. We doubted they ever tried the hive, since the combs were drawn as hanging diagonally in the
hive. For that 1o be the case, the hive would have to be resting on its side when the combs were being drawn (vertical,
due to gravity). Also, there did not appear to be much if any ventilation in the hive, For the bees to re-enter the tube into
the hive, there has to be a positive air flow from inside the building out through the mbe.

We moved from fantasy to reality and took a look at various types of hives that held either complete frames, with top
bars, end bars, and bottom bars, or hives containing only the top bars. First we dealt with interior hive volume. The text
books say that European honey bees will select boxes with a 10-15 gallon capacity, when given choices of many sizes.
That is the size of an eight-frame or ten-frame Langstroth super. In the opinion of this author, that is not enough space to
rear & good bee population and have room for winter stores.

Mext, we looked at the distance a hive should be above the ground. The bees showed an experimental preference for
33-16 feet. Swarm boxes placed at 9 feet above the ground were filled more frequently in experiments conducted by
Roger Morse and Tom Seeley. Besides not being too fussy about how high we placed our hives, honey bees also do not
seem 10 care oo much about the components of the hive, There are examples of wood, plastic, fiberglass, reeds, mud,
straw, pottery, fabric, metal (should be in the shade), etc. They do, however, have a preference for a limited number of
openings to the outside and they tend to fill in the extras with propolis.

This was a good time to remind everyone that the bees require a bee space to move around in the hive effectively. By
honoring that 3/8 inch space, we can have bees fill out their combs and not have them stuck to the hive walls. This allows
us to have “movable frame™ hives that are required by bee laws in most states,

Vama-nator Screen Insert
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The presentation started by describing and explaining hives with frames that were
enclosed by wood on all four sides. A photo was shown of bridge and burr comb
{where one frame was accidentally left out of the hive). We hope to avoid that when
we use complete frames. Also, unless handled roughly, frames of fully supported
comb can be held at any angle and the combs remain intact. Also, once they have
aged a bit, fully supported combs can be spun at relatively high speeds in an extrac-
for.
We tend to consider the Langstroth hive to be the standard hive in the U.S. and
Canada. While all the major beekeeping supply companies produce hive boxes with
identical outside dimensions, the size of the top bars and the depth of the rabbet
upon which the top bars rest differ between manufacturers. If you wish to keep the
bee space intact between frames, purchase your boxes and frames from one selected
source, only. Examples of the long box hive, the Jackson hive, and the WBC hive
were shown, The WBC hive has multiple shells that stack around the outside of
the hive holding the bees, giving it a cocoon of insulation. It also has a dual-sloped
hive cover. Audience participants were not fond of that cover. The copper tamnishes
badly, it is quite heavy, and you can't use it as a base to set down a super when
working a hive,

The discussion then turmed to horizontal hives with top-bars, only. Most bee-
keepers use a Kenyon hive-type of design. In that design, the walls of the hive are
angled about 120 degrees, so the walls slope in toward the bottom (end of hive is a
trapezoid). The shape of the interier mimics the cantilever shape formed by a chain
when it is hung by both ends, Bees build their combs in the same shape, so they
usually do not attach them to the Kenyon hive walls. If you desire the combs to
be straight up and down, so they do not cross the bee space and make them hard to
remove, keep the hive truly vertical when the combs are being drawn. Itis a pood
idea to keep the depth of the combs limited 1o about 12 inches, Beyond that, they
become overly weight stressed. Also, there is no specific length (hive width) for a
top bar, but remember that you have to keep the comb hanging down as you exam-
ine the bees and brood, so keep the bars short enough that you can rotate the combs
without banging them into your body (arm length).
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Various types of vertical (stacked boxes) hives with top bars were examined. The Warré hive, sometimes called the
“People’s Hive,” is somewhat similar to an 8-frame Langstroth. However, it has a larger insulation chamber above the
boxes that are inhabited by the bees. The top bars are spaced a bee space apart. The brood chamber begins as the first
box. Itis covered with a fabric quilt as an inner cover and it has a dual-sloped roof. When the bees get the first box full, a
second box is provided below the full box. This type of colony growth goes on continuously. If the topmost box gets full
of honey, it is harvested. In colder weather, the insulation chamber is filled with insulation, That can be quite a distance
from the cluster, and the bees do not heat the hive components very much outside their cluster in the winter.

Another vertical top-bar hive is the Perone or *Automatic™ hive. This hive is designed to be used in “PermApiculture.”
There are no specific hive dimensions, but the hive usually is really large. It can be built from discarded lumber, There
are no fancy box joints between the box sides, like a dovetail, a dado joint, a miter joint, or rabbets, Simple butt joints are
used where one end of the board goes inside one joint and outside at the other end. The depth of the supers depends en-
tirely on the width of available lumber. So lots of “shallow™ (commercial pallets in this case) boxes are common. Under
the dual-sloped roof, there are the beckeepers” part {usually two or three supers that can be harvested if filled with honey =
25 gallons) and the bee’s part (the rest of the hive that is never disturbed = 30 gallons). All the top bars are nailed in place,
spaced a bee space apart, but the beekeepers say that a few sticks should be stuck in to encourage cross-combs in the bee
part. In the one being discussed, the beekeeper employs honey supers with top bars that are at a 9 degree angle to his
brood nest bars, so that they won't coalesce.

The presentation came (o a close with some thoughis concerning the plusses and minuses of full frames and top-bar
hives. Full-frame combs were less subject to damage when freshly drawn; could be tilted at any angle to better view the
cell contents; could be run through extractors with minimal damage; and were better supported for travel in vehicles or on
trailers.

It was pointed out that combs in top-bar hives are not THAT fragile. They can be tipped on edge vertically to see the
other side; they can be extracted in baskets in a rotary extractor; the honey can be harvested as cut comb or pressed from
the combs into containers; and there are beekeepers who do haul their top-bar hives around for commercial pollination,
but they have to take it easy on the road. In most cases, one would assume that the newly drawn, foundation-free wax
would be much freer of chemical contamination. But, that all depends upon what the neighbors are doing in their yards
and gardens.

In the next (February) issue of the WAS Journal, look for summaries of
presentations from the 2nd International Workshop on Hive and Bee Monitoring.
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Nov 6 - 8: Oregon State Beekeepers Association Conference,
Seaside Civic and Convention Centre, Seaside OR. Info www.
orsba.orgfhtdocs/bee_schools_and_events.

Nov 8: Colorado State Beckeepers Winter Meeting, Douglas
County Fairgrounds, Info www.coloradobeckeepers.org.

Nov 18 - 20: 125th Annual California State Beekecpers
Association (CSBA), Hyatt Regency Hotel, Valencia, CA. Info
www.califormiastalebeekeepers.com.

Dec 4 - 5: Idaho Honey Producers Association Meeting, Boise
ID, Randy Oliver will speak at this and the Treasure Valley
Beckeepers Club. Details at www.idabees.org/education himl,
Dec 9 - 11: Almond Board Conference, Sacramento CA

Jan 6 - 10: Morth American Beekeeping Conference & Tradeshow,
Disneyland Hotel, Anaheim, CA. Info www.abfnet.org,

Jan 6 - 10: American Honey Producers Association (AHPA)
Convention and Tradeshow, Manhattan Beach Marriott Hotel, Manhattan Beach, CA. Info americanhoneyproducers.ong.

Feb 6 - 7: New Mexico Beekeepers Association Annual Meeting, Albuquerque. Guest speaker Marla Spivak. For more informa-
tion, visit nmbeckeepers.org.

Feb 27 - Mar 1: 8th Annual Organic Beekeepers Chemical-Free Conference, YMCA Triangle Y Ranch Camp and Retreat Center,
Oracle AZ. Info Dee Lusby 520-398-2474 evenings.

Sept 15 - 20, 2015: 44th Apimondia Congress, Dagjeon, South Korea., Info http/f'www.apimondia.org.

For more Beekeepers’ Calendar of Events items, visit the Global Beekeeping Calendar, courtesy of the
Florida Beekeepers Association & Malcolm Sanford at http://'www.my.calendars.net/bee_culture

Your First Choice for Healthy Bees

A Reliable Partner
For your IPM Strategy

Our products are available at your favourite Bee Supply Dealer

Medivet Pharmaceuticals Ltd.
#4, 55 -9 Avenue SE
High River, Alberta, T1V 1E6 Canada
Tel. 403 652 4441 / Fax 403 652 3692
Info@medivet.ca / www.medivet.ca
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2014 CSBA ANNUAL CONVENTION "
November 18-20, 2014 _ STATE

HYATT REGENCY VALENCIA
In Santa Clarita Valley
24500 Town Canter Drive
Valencia, California, USA, 91355
Tel: 661-799-1234 Fax: 661-799-1233
www . valencia. hystt.com

This year marks the 125™ Anniversary of the
Califarnia 5tate Beekeepers Association.

The 2014 CSBA Annual Meeting and Convention
will be held in the beautiful Santa Clarita Valley,
California, at the Hyatt Regency Valencia.

We look forward to seeing you there!
ers.com/events.html
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TABER'S on the web ...
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WAS adopts a new logo

Al the Board meeting prior to the Western Apicultural
Society (WAS) 2014 Annual Business Meeting, the Board
approved a new logo for WAS.

Designed by University of Montana student Jessica
Ament, the new logo echoes some of the basics from the
original one in maintaining the traditional cell shape and the
placement of the organization’s title.

The rest is "fresh, new and modern"”, in the words of just-
retired President Jerry Bromenshenk, who commissioned
the artwork, also seen on the 2004 conference tee-shirts.

Next Generation Beekeepers Summit

WAS has instituted a new program for younger (40ish
&nd under) beekeepers, which kicked off in Missoula un-
der direction of Sarah Red-Laird, founder and Executive
Director of the "Bee Girl" organization, a non-profit with
a mission to inspire and empower communities (o con-
serve bees and their habitat. Sarah is an Honors graduate
of the University of Montana's College of Foresiry and
Conservation, her degree being in Resource Conserva-
tion, focused on community collaboration and environ-
mental policy. She finished her time as a student at UM
with a presentation on her CCD and beekeeping findings
at the National Conference on Undergraduate Research
titled, “How to
Keep 100,000
Girlfriends, the
Careful Relation-
ship of a Bee-
keeper and Her
Hoeney Bees.”

Photos and a
report on the first
Summit will ap-
pear in the next
issue of the WAS
Journal,

2014 Oregon State Beekeepers Conference

h h
November 6t to a‘
Seaside Convention Center, Seaside Oregon

t
Registration starts August :I.s
For more information go to

www.orsba.org
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Beekeeping supplies
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2015 MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL e
DUES PAYMENT FORM ® >
& g

Name

First Last " =
Address F @
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City Prov/State Zip Code
Phone Email
~n~~ Tgll us about yourself ~~~
Full time beckeeper? If not, what other field do you work in? # of colonies?
How long have you kept bees? years Age group (circle one) under 25; 25 - 40; 40 - 65; 65 or over

New membership __ Renewal Check for § enclosed for dues for the year(s)

1 prefer print copy or email notification when each issue of the WAS Journal is posted online.
See page 3 for membership information. Make check payable to Western Apicultural Society and mail to:
Western Apicultural Society
PO Box 397
Selah WA 98942
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